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Keith Smith, The Best of Keith Smith: Making an Art of
Newspaper Journalism
Caribbean Quarterly, June-September 2012
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Keith Smith, The Best of Keith Smith: Making an Art of Newspaper Journalism. Port of Spain: Trinidad Express, (g5 Emal & Pint
2011. vil + 346 pp. %y Translate (=] Save

KEITH SMITH'S GRANDEUR AS A writer was based on the most lightweight of literary forms, the newspaper
column, and although the selection of the essays in The Best of Keith Smith: Making an Art of Newspaper
Journalism is more his easiest-to-collect than his best, there is enough to give an inkling of his achievement.

T

Column-writing is draining. Composing one weekly, in which you mine your own life's experiences for things to
say, exhausts lesser talents in a few months, after which they produce dull, tasteless mud, usually uninspired
opinions on whatever is the most recent palitical bacchanal. Yet Keith was able to churn out a personal column
daily for years--decades!--and still regularly produce gems of prose, even the occasional diamond. And at its best
his writing approached fine poetry, in which you sensed profound depths of meaning below the flow of words.

Although Keith was quite aware of his talents, he didn't ponder on it or labour at honing them, as did other writers
of lesser gifts but larger ambition. And as he was vast in his talents, so too he squandered them prodigally.

oyt

How many times I've seen him staring blankly into space with his hand half-buried in his mouth as if he were
performing oral self-surgery, making a strange gargling sound. Then he'd stop and pound thunderously at the
keyboard with two fingers like all the other journalists who'd cut their teeth on old manual typewriters. That was
how he wrote his columns, hurriedly chasing their deadlines--and although he claimed they were for aesthetic
purpases, his long, unpunctuated, sinuous, stream-of-rushing-consciousness sentences were also born of haste
and an abysmal laziness.
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