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In elemental ways eighteenth-century (mid-Tokugawa)
Japan was a microcosm of tomorrow’s world. It was a
society in which the human population was consuming
resources as fast as the biosystem could produce them.
Some of the most interesting questions in the study of
Tokugawa Japan relate to this situation. For example,
how were resources distributed ? How did scarcity
affect human affairs  How were disputes over resourc-
es settled ? How did human choices affect the biosystem ?
These same questions are rapidly emerging as major
issues in modern life, and they will become even more
central as the decades advance. The documents of the
Ikedake Bunko will provide scholars with an excellent
source of information on how Tokugawa society dealt
with those issues, fherel}y alerting us to some of the
problems and possibilities of our own day.

In its totality this microfilm collection will illuminate
a wide range of other issues as well because it is the
product of a major, long-term program of record-
keeping. The House of lkeda, the hereditary lords of the
great daimyo domain of Bizen, was headquartered in
the castle town of Okayama on the Inland Sea. For
about 240 yeras from 1632 until 1871 officials of the
Ikeda domain government maintained administrative
records that dealt with a vast array of affairs. Their
coverage was broad because the Confucian principles
of governance that guided Ikeda rulers regarded all
aspects of human affairs as the proper domain of gover-
nment. Documents in this collection deal with legislation,
official appointments and promotion, law enforcement,
taxation, the promotion and management of commerce,
land control, censuses, public ceremonies, public morals,
public relief, resource management, and environmental
protection. Consequently scholars interest in a broad

array of historical subjects will find in the Ikedake

Bunko research materials of immense value.

Pioneering work by John W. Hall and others in the
1950s alerted the international scholarly community to
the richness of Okayama’s history, but the difficulty of
utilizing old and fragile documents has discouraged full
study of that history. Now, by microfilming this great
collection of 60,000 items, the Maruzen Company is
giving the scholarly world ready access to this history

for the first time.

Access to these documents will facilitate a broad
array of research. Scholars will be able to study aspect
of governance that characterized not only Okayama but
all daimyo governments and even the Tokugawa
shogunate itself. Indeed, scholars will find in these
documents historical antecedents of leadership and
decision-making practices that still characterize Japane-
se government. Church state relations, which are an
issue in all societies, can be examined as they operated
in Okayama and foreshadowed modern Japan. Urban
administration, disaster relief, strategies of resource
allocation, handling of public works, and environmental
management, which were important issues throughout
Tokugawa Japan as well as in the modern world, can all
be examind with the aid of this documentary collection.

It is difficult to imagine a publishing endeavour that
could provide richer evidence of the enduring continuiti-
es that link the human present and future to the human
past or that show how fundamentally modern Japan has
been shaped by its historical heritage. This Maruzen
microfilm project is righty receiving international
acclaim as an accomplishmet of the first rank.
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