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A research methods

[(RERER) primary sources
Professor David Armitage (Harvard University)

Professor Kristopher Burrell (Hostos Community College)

Dr Fiona Courage (Associate Director of the Mass Observation Archive)

Dr Rebecca Crites (University of Warwick)

Professor Rowena Xiaoqing He (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Robin Katz, MLIS (Primary Source Literacy Teaching Librarian - University of California, Riverside)
Professor Jean O'Brien (University of Minnesota)
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Using Primary Sources Understanding and Using Archives Types of Archives
Working scholars discuss how they track down and An introduction to various rales in the archives and the Froduced in archives around the warld, this series of
evaluate primary source materials. evolution of collection practice. videas introduces some of the callection types you may
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Practical Guides to Research Key Concepts in Historical Study All Learning Tools

A collection of "How to” guides on evarything from What is history, why does it matter and how can you Browse a list of every animation, interview, esssy and
researching individuals to data mining and compiling a spprosch writing historias? "How to" guide in the Learning Tools

biblingraphy.

National Repositories: The National Film Archives: The British Film Institute Business Archives: Hagley Museum and
Archives, UK Video Library
Video Video
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Military Archives: The Imperial War Regional Archives: Sonoma County University Special Collections (UK):

Museum Library Senate House Library
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All Case Studies

Data Sets

Source Type Theme

tudies included in

C(ase studies exploring the data found in

medieval court rolls, Romantic literature,
ships’logs and more.

(ase studies on themes including
advertising, food, science and sport.

Case studies on source types including
correspondeance, photographs, objecrs/ Research Methods.

g film.

Choose the type of source you want to learn about:

Advertisements Church Records Financial Documents Manuscript Books Periodicals Published Books
. . Cartoons
Architectural Drawings Compar]
Using an Animated Short Film as a Primary Historical Source
Artworks Cookbo Professor Paul Wells (Loughborough University, UK)
The piece addresses the cartoon, ‘Animal Speedsters’, using the film as an example of the way it might be
. . evaluated as a primary historical source, focusing on its particularity as an ‘animated’ film, and prompting wider
wgi COI’I’ES[Q questions about national animation cinema and animation as a communications taol.
Cartoons Diaries
Catalogues Ephems

Jokes and Mirrors: Using Cartoons as Primary Sources for Historical Research

Census Data 1 G. Vaughn Joy (University College London, UK)

A case study designed to introduce students to methodologies for using cartoons as primary sources in historical
research. This piece analyses a cartoon sketch from 1865 depicting former Confederate President Jefferson Davis
in a dress fleeing from Union officers and establishes it as a social mirror for the time and location in which it was
created.
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The “Criminal Type": How to Analyse
Historical Statistics and Challenge
Neutrality in Data

Rebecca Crites (University of Warwick, UK}

This short article offers a historian’s guide to analysing
data, with & particular focus on historical statistics.

Density (z)

[]tessthannoo
[ Jooowtoo

Il l‘ML‘AM

Surviving the Civil War: Historic Medical
Data in Hospital Registers from Frederick,
Maryland

Terry Reimer (National Museum of Civil War Medicine, US)
This case study introduces @ dataset of nearly 10,000
soldiers who were wounded or fell ill during the Bartle of
Antietam and features information compited from

contemporary Civil War sources; it was built in Excal snd
[ater visualised as an interactive database.
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Mining the Medieval: Applying Text
Analysis to a Fourteenth-Century Court
Roll

Jack Newman {University of Kent, UK)

A short case study examining the data found in court rolls

and what it can tell us abour the period of instability
experienced in England in the fourteenth century.
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