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Crew Profil

Able Seaman/Sea| _____
Cabin Boy
Captain
Able Seaman/Seaman
‘in the morning shortened & furled sail & at once started steaming full speed, arriving in Plymouth Sound at Carpenter
about 4pm.’ Diary of William Wheeler
Chaplain

‘Mother hoped I did not Swear like most Sailors Boys' Autobiography of James Richardson

Chief Engineer
Seamen made up the majority of a crew and were the people that would carry out most of the work of
sailing the ship. They were separated into categories based on their levels of experience: boys, ordinary
seamen and able seamen. Pay was dependent on the category and a ship would normally have wished for a
certain percentage of their crew to fall within each category to ensure its effective and safe running. The

First Mate/Chief &

Midshipman
Royal Navy only considered it necessary for twenty-five percent of the crew to be experienced seamen and
desired no more than a further twenty-five percent to be landsmen and boys, meaning that half of the crew
would fall within the ordinary seaman rank. In the Navy, seamen who had less than one year of experience Passenger 4701-1725
could be called ‘landsmen’ instead. Interestingly, the larger ships of the Navy, due to the vast numbers of
guns that were needed to be crewed, were happier to take on a higher proportion of landsmen as it was Surgeon 2
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