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Women and Tobacco Advertising

Lauren Jones
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In the nineteenth century, the Invention of colour I foni ising. Global C fies contalns a wide range  TNV& Huchnicnt i L Hmage e

of vibrant advertising ephemera from publicity posters to product packaging. What surprised me, however, was that my favourite
advertisements are those related to tobaccol

Berhaps this s | sing v P at much of h 0s Cigarette Packets
erhaps this is less surprising when we discover that much of the y

tobacco adverising dating from the 19 and 207 centuries targeted | LAMBERTS BUTLER'S | Robert Opie Collection
female consumers. From a traditionally masculine ‘refiring to the Prize an E

smaoking-room after dinnar’ pastime, cigaretis smoking became more ; ”‘”*‘L S LYE
popular amongst women towards the end of the ninsteenth century and
advertisers were quick to capialise. In sarly tobacco adverisemernts,
the smoker's masculinity seems to be positively enhanced by smoking
the advertised cigarstts in the company of a suttably mpressed female
companien

ert Opie

P 3 6 0
Hection of five cigarette packets of different companies from the 1910s. u

However, at the tum of the 20" century, tobacco companies directly Object
appealed to women as the consumers of cigarettes. Lambert & Butler

were inspired by the movement for women's suffrage and emphasised
the notion of ‘equality for women'. In 1900, this meant featuring a
masculine woman in their advertisements. In this example from the

Robert Opie collection, a woman {the ‘New Woman') is publicly smoking 5
on a bench next to a clergyman. Sha s dressed in male clothing from 7 N N % %ﬁg & L/ f; U -]j-__a‘« ]\ ~ y l
her boots to her hat, but the cinched-in waist emphasises her feminine figure and the puffed sleeves remind the viewer that the = I/ / H / i — * t y

smoker is, in fact, a womanl Even her posture, by tum-of-the-century standards, is masculine; her arms are shrugged back as she

reclines on the bench with her legs outstretched. The clergyman, who is presumably there ta represent a traditional secial
standpoint, looks suitably unimpressed!

On the other hand, tobacconists such as Salmon & Gluckstein endeavoured to Thematic Image Galleries
move away from the association between masculinity and smoking and
rahrandad thair rinaratias 1o ha mara hnically ‘Taminine’ The likisiatar Drice

Globai C¢ Trade, and Cultural E5 visual material which
we have organised by key themes into individual image galleries. Click on a gallery below to view
the related images and information. Browse the images in each gallery and use the fiter options

or search box to help you find what you are looking for. Selact from the 'mage Options

AN 7‘ N — ] dropdown te view selected images in a slideshow or create your own bespoke slideshow by
— sending any image to your Lightbox - perfect for presentations and lectures
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Thematic Areas

mmodities. Trade, Exploration and Cuktural Exchange have been indexed
pties below 10 read shont introductions on these major thematic areas and
sagndicance to the history of Globa! Commodities
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David Bello, (Director of East Asian Studies, Washington & Lee University)
Jerry Bentley, (Department of History, University of Hawaii)

Maxine Berg, (Department of History and Director of the Global History & Culture Centre, University of Warwwk)
Gary Campbell,( School of Business & Economics, Michigan Technological Institute)
Ann Carlos, (Department of Economics, University of Colorado at Boulder)

Miguel Centeno, (Department of Sociology & International Affairs, Princeton University)
Piya Chatterjee, (Department of Women'’s Studies, University of California at Riverside)
Sing C Chew, (Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research, UFZ, Germany)

Keith Fryer, (Managing Director, T Brewer & Co., Timber Merchants)

Anne Gerritsen, (Department of History, University of Warwick)
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Francine Mckenzie, (Department of History, University of Western Ontario) e L
Sarah Moss, (Department of English, University of Exeter) 3
James Nicholls, (School of Humanities and Cultural Industries, Bath Spa University)
Robert Opie, (Founder, Museum of Brands, Packaging and Advertising)
Edward Roger Owen, (Director, Harvard Center for Middle East Studies)
Kenneth Pomeranz, (Department of History, University of California at Irvine)
Giorgio Riello, (Department of History, University of Warwick)

Steven C Topik, (Department of History, University of California at Irvine)
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