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Thematie Areas

The documents in India, Raj and Empire have been indexed by key themes. Click on the titles below to
read introductions on these major thematic areas, written by Dr. Crispin Bates, Dr. Kim Wagner, and Dr.
Andrea Major (School of History, Classics and Archaeology, Unwe.rsfb cf Edlnburgh
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= disrupted that trade, making the sea-going route extremely lucrative: both
“| for the East India men and for the Indian merchants. This rise in

_| the margins of the subcontinent was to play a crucial part in Mughal

Agriculture and Trade ¢.1750-1857

The late Mughal period saw peasant and urban unrest in the heartlands
of the steadily shrinking empire in the Inde-gangetic plain. On the
margins of the subcontinent, however, there was a steady rise in
prosperity as a result of the flourishing trade with the Europeans.
Merchants from the British, French and Dutch East India companies all
came to the coast by sea, their ships laden with silver bullion, which they
exchanged for the goods so highly valued from the Indian subcentinent.
These luxury goods had formerly travelled overland via the old silk route
to Europe. Conflict between Venice and the Ottoman empire however
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prasperity of a class of (largely Hindu) merchants and of the kingdoms on /{§

decline. Mot least of all it meant that there was abundant funds available
that might be borrowed to finance trade and to pay for the mercenary
armies which the East India Company used to fight its wars in northern
and southern India.

The goods brought fram India to Europe included the highly valued
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= === natural dye indigo (the principal source of the colour blue). myrabolams
(which supplied orange and red colours for dyeing), and saltpe|re for
making gunpowder. There weraalsn of course numerous spices.
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I this section you can find biographies of key individuals who feature in the primary sources within India, Raj and Empire. The
biographies are intended to support research by offering background information to help users put the documents into context
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Haidar Ali
Sir Archibald Campbell
Robert Clive

Choose an individual from the menu on the left to get started.

Sir Eyre Coote
Charles Comnwallis

Henry Dundas, st
Viscount Melville

Robert Dundas, 2nd
Viscount Melville

Warren Hastings
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George Macartney

L-R: Archibald Campbell, George Macariney: Tipu Sultan; Warren Hastings

Muhammad Ali Khan

Walahjah Allimages in Biographies courtesy of © Wikimedia Commons,
George Pigot
James Stuart
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