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CARL MENGER COLLECTION

HOUSED AT THE CENTER FOR HISTORICAL SOCIAL SCIENCE LITERATURE,

HITOTSUBASHI UNIVERSITY

ESTABLISHED IN 1869
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The portion of Carl Menger’s private collection owned by Hitotsubashi University is considered to be
one of the four greatest economics libraries in the world.

This is the fifth in Maruzen’s series of projects to preserve documents on microfilm. Over a two —year
period starting in July of 1993, the university’s entire Menger Collection, consisting of approximately 0
million pages (19 thousand volumes) , will be reproduced on about 3000 reels of 16mm microfilm. This will
be the first time anywhere that such an enormous volume of pages has been microfilmed in such a short
time.

We have no doubts as to the importance of this project: in addition to enabling many more people to

use the collection, it will ensure the preservation in good condition of the original volumes.
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Menger and His Collection

Carl Menger’s collection of economics literature, which he
may have felt to be the evidence of the very existence of
economics, is the collection that has benefited me most. as a
researcher of the Austrian school. Or rather, I should say
that this rich collection is what led me to be a researcher of
Menger and the Austrian school.

The collection contains an enormous number of hooks with
valuable margin notes written by Menger himself. Among
these are works by K.H.Rau. Wilhelm Roscher, Adam Smith,
David Ricardo, and John S. Mill, to name a few. Reading his
handwriting, I feel as if I could hear the sound of his breathing
as he sits in his book-filled study.

This collection also includes nearly all the works of the
economists of the Austrian school, with dedications to
Menger, their instructor. Although he had many disciples, I
don’t think Menger was truly content. For example, why does
this collection contain so many geography and travel books?
I can think of two possible clues as to the solution of this
mystery. One is that Prince Rudolf, whom Menger taught,
liked travel. The other is that Menger, late in his life, planned
to add sociology and ethnology to his fields of study. The
prince committed suicide, and Menger never realized his plan.
This is indeed a collection in which the presence of the original
owner remains strong.

Kiichiro Yagi
Professor at Faculty of Economics
Kyoto University
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The Menger Collection and the Study
of the History of Economics

The Menger Collection has played an enormous role in
economic study, and especially in the study of the history of
economics. The collection is truly a treasure of economics-
related works.

It goes without saving that the margin notes written by
Menger himself are an especially important part of the
collection. Without doubt, the microfilming project will not
only greatly improve the preservation of the collection, but
also greatly change the situation of economics studies, as it
will make the entire collection readily accessible. This should
facilitate the thorough investigation of Menger's
notes, as well as the study of the evolution of his “Grundsitze
der Volkswirtschaftslehre” through consideration of these
notes. At the same time, this accessibility will help scholars
better understand the uniqueness of Menger's economic
theories—-to go beyond the rather simple traditional practice
of developing his ideas toward a system of marginal
productivity theories. This will broaden the currently narrow
perspective of research on Menger, creating a rich, wide-
ranging field of study covering every imaginable area of
intellectual history.

This project, coupled with studies of the Carl Menger
Papers owned by Duke University, will deepen the general
understanding of Menger's economic thoeries. It will also
internationally the fascinating research being
conducted in the field of the history of economics on the
relationships between Mengers theories and the Neo-Austrian
and Old Austrian schools. Thus, the project is expected to
make valuable contributions to modern economics studies
through the study of the history of economics.

margin

promote

Toshihiro Tanaka

Director of University Library/
Professor of Economics
Kwansei Gakuin University

P




EFRMEOT £ 2 b OFHE
BRI 2 B

IOV [AvH-E] O 2 0fiBi{EREhs 2
Lol lid, MEERMEHRICL > TE I LIZER
LWZlThsd, KLER -FBREEERIEHIER -+
IR SN, EHICE - TORBOE IR AV Iz E
ENT=DTHBH, KLHEIZEETh B3RO % < vFitEE
EEAGND LI HFHE, PROVALEADT 7+ 2 4%
Wt DL LTzt nWsTEWTHAEI, w4 2 T
BIZDOEILRAEZRNIHETZ 0L 552 L 130
THHN, ThE LICSMOBEEEEHN A SO L 05T
&y,

EERICED, AV H -tk CE X042
BEBIZHMGNE I Ik e dbFhithid s &
VAR, NP EICHEEAO S Y BB L BHTNICRS
NABERAALAFAELBLT, REFHOBADE WD —>
e LAY H—REZONEBIFIEPAT EH - 5E
RIS OEN M %, LOBEBIIFTICEL Z &k
HAEIE LT BHLTErRE B R, &/,
A H—=MROBK»6 LT, »hoTE [ARKESE
] (1871) D EDIAFARNEIC, ZHMA VS 28 % E
ThaHIE, TNERDIEIERT S I120F, REMEHRGT
ROATREER T HTHEENZERERE LTS,
CORTESEORLED Y 4 7 ufbi, ¥ H -k
DHE 6 TREFHRMEFICHBELFEEZAL TS L0
AB, LVIDYE, DOFHERPTEAKROAE I
wbakETMﬁt?$1bt%w¢%t%\8@&5&
AYTFAMIBWTTFA bEFARN T ENS
MR, AT 2MICV -2 SELLIBRENSH6TH B,

PEDXS&EZLIZ20MACT, SEOAEFIZL T
RSP A s I et
i ICET5 L
HRICHES ok L

R W B B

IBEIIEBTLDBHEEBEA TR X, BHELEM
EPREON B L L TEMEOHSELLTEAHATNS
ML, T2V IRETILLVWSHETH S, 5
HEMAa4 b CoMNmETsd 3 ELL> 245,
RExEADL, ThERIHT 3B LB S5H» 6 R T
HBHMEF LT XEE 240, HELTMER 2#LA
RLTOZS EEXTOARBEIFELL A DR C
5. vArafbid, 25 LaRNAYmEI T 2 E5%
TETHD, ZOLED BHFEII—HBEELN 3TN 4+ Xhi
—RERFICLDPOMBERTIRETHS, ZhitksT
BHEELOLLMBADEL s TV ABERAS IR I3
ZEEEEETIZEVWS AN,

A Treasure of Texts on the Study
of the History of Economics

The project to preserve the Menger Collection on microfilm
is good news for researchers of the history of economics. It is
certain the microfilm will greatly improve access to the
collection, which has heen severely restricted because of the
rare books it contains.

This is an epoch-making project. First of all, it will make
the entirety of the collection easy tostudy. More importantly,
it will provide greater access to the margin notes written hy
Menger himself — notes which suggest newissues related to
the situation of Menger's ideas in the framework of the
history of economics. Considering the obvious necessity of
detailed analysis — which goes heyond economic theories — in
the study of the expansive contentof Menger's major work,
“Grundsatze der Volkswirtschaftslehre”, the microfilming
gives researchers of Menger and of the history of economics
a common topic:confronted with massive, far-reaching texts
related to the ereation of a system of theories or thought, in
what context should one read them?

Many libraries share a major difficulty : although they
want to make important works widely available to the public,
they have no choice but to do the opposite in order to
preserve valuable old hooks. Mierofilming is an effective
way out of this dilemma. T would like to express my great
admiration for Hitotsubashi University, which has taken a
decisive step in this direction. I hope that as a result of this
project, the importance of rare and valuable hooks will be
better understood.

Hiroyasu lida

Dean at Faculty of Economics
Keio University
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From the Perspective of the
History of Social Thought

Although the Menger Collection is believed by many people
to contain mostly works on economics (as Menger has been
well know as an economist) . It actually covers the entire range
of social sciences and social thought.

First of all, the collection includes an impressive array of
works related to German Cameralism — the study of social,
economic and administrative systems that was prevalent in
Germany before the establishment of economics. Indeed
Cameralism is oldish today, but studies such as the sociological
thought of Kant and Hegel must include an exploration of their
links to Cameralism.

Secondly, the collection contains many documents on French
philosophy in the Age of Enlightenment, social thought of
J-J. Rousseau, French Revolution and Romanticism. Among
the documents on French Revolution are many pamphlets
about commerce, agriculture, finance, everyday life and so
on. The literature related to Romanticism isvaluable because
it covers areas that have not been researched thoroughly.

Another important feature of the collection is its value in
a review of socialist thought : it contains a comprehensive
range of works by socialist writers, from early socialists to
Marx and Engels, further to post-Marxian socialists.

Finally, it is significant that the collection contains many
books and pamphlets translated into different languages.
From these, one can gain an understanding of the processes
by which ideas were transmitted from culture to culture in
each era.

[ am very glad that this microfilming project provides
easier access to the collection, and hope that the compilation
of a detailed catalogue and index will be all the more promoted.

Ryoji Takayanagi
Professor at Faculty of Economics
-~ Kokugakuin University
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Examples of materials discovered
in the course of this project

Together with its project to microfilm the Menger collection,
Hitotsubashi University is currently engaged in a project to revise
the collection catalogue. Thus far, of the approximately 2,000
English-language books that have been examined, 56 volumes have
been found which were not known'to be part of this collection.
It is predicted that over 300 “new” volumes will be discovered by
the time every part of the collection has been reviewed. These
newly discovered materials will surely make the microfilmed

collection even more valuable.
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BLACKSTONE, William, Sir
A discourse on the study of the law : being an introductry lecture, read in the public schools, QOctober XYV, M.DCC.LVIIL
* Oxford, 1758. {Eng. 113.

BROUGHAM, Henry.
Present state of the law : the speech of Henry Brougham, Esq.... in the House of Commons, on Thursday, February 7, 1828...
London, 1828. (Eng, 667.)

BURKE, Edmund, .
A speech of Fdmund. Burke, Fsq. at the Guildhall, in Bristol, previously to the late election in that city, upon certain
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